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Student coalition: Buy now, pay later 

Do students really want a post-graduate tax ? 



by Joya Balfour and Damion 
Stodola 

A major Québec student organi- 
zation has called on the provincial 
government to abandon any plans 
for tuition increases. 

L’Organisation Nationale 
Universitaire (ONU) proposed ata 
press conference last Tuesday that 
the government implement an In- 
come Contigency Repayment plan 
asan alternative to tuition fees. With 
an Income Contingent Repayment 
system, students pay for their edu- 
cation through a percentage of in- 
come taxes after graduation. 

Serge Charlebois, spokesperson for 
ONU and president of the Fédération 
étudiante universitaire du Québec 
(FEUQ), said that Income Contin- 
gency plans would increase student 
access to university education. 

“The [Income Contingency] 
study should solve the problems of 
accessibility,” he said, referring to 
financial barriers faring students. 

ONU was created a year ago in 
the goal of uniting all students in 
Québec, with the sole purpose of 
fighting tuition fee increases. It rep- 
resents over 200 000 students across 
the province, including member 
organizations FEUQ, the 
Rassemblement des associations de 
cycles supérieurs du Québec 
(Graduate students), and the 
Fédération des associations 
québécoises en éducation 
permanente (Continuing Educa- 
tion students). 

There is widespread fear in the 
student movement of impending 
tuition fees increases. This follows a 
report published last year by the 
province’s Minister of Finance, 
Daniel Johnson, which called for 
increased tuition fees to match the 
Canadian national average. 

Yet, Statistics Canada shows that 
average salaries in Québec are con- 
siderably lower than in the rest of 
Canada. If tuition was set at the 
Canadian average, it would be com- 
paratively more expensive for 
Quebeckers. 

Currently, Québec has the low- 
est tuition fees in Canada and the 
province would have to increase fees 
at least 50 percent to attain the 
Canadian average. 

IncomeContingencyplanshave 
come under severe attack by other 
student organisations. In a study 
released by the Canadian Federa- 
tion of Students (CFS) called Com- 



promising Access, Income Contin- 
gency plans were criticized for 
harming accessibility to post-sec- 
ondary education. 

Based on empirical statistics 
from Australia and Sweden (where 
Income Contingency plans have 
been in effect for years), the report 
reveals that fewer students are at- 
tending university. 

In addition, the report maintains 
Income Contingency plans have lost 
their progressive nature, resulting 
in graduates paying more through 
taxes than they would otherwise 
have paid before Income Contin- 
gency plans came into effect. 

Eric Laferrière, vp external for 
the Post-Graduate Student Society 
(PGSS) said PGSS does not have an 
official position on Income Con- 
tingency plans, but he personally 
believes that they fall short of their 
theoretical goals. 

“The system [Income Contin- 
gency plans in Australia] cannot 
finance itself on richer graduates,” 
said Laferrière. “They [the govern- 




come Contin- 
gency plans do 
not affect the 
present situa- 
tion. 

“[It is] 
what happens 
at home that 
determines 
who goes to 
university. 
[Income Con- 
tingency plan] 
doesn’t 
change theac- 
cessibility 
situation, nor 
the problem 



SergeCharlebois 






ment] arebeingforced to lower the 
tax threshold — losing its progres- 
sive nature.” 

Andrew Work, vp external of the 
Students’ Society, believes that In- 



underfunding.” 
The Stu- 

dents’ Society, 

asofnow.does 
not have a policy on Income Contin- 
gency plans, but there is a tuition 
study group currently meeting with 
Work to discuss the issue. 

“ We’rejust lookingat it right now, 
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Canadian arms exported 
to human rights violators 

Military companies find new markets in dictators and despots 



by Graham Cook 

VANCOUVER (CUP) — With 
the end of the Cold War, the Cana- 
dian arms industry is not scaling 
back — it is expanding into new 
markets. 

“Right now the general trend is 
that Canadian companies are ex- 
panding military exports into the 



Third World,” said Steve Staples of 
End the Arms Race, a British Co- 
lumbia peace issues coalition. Arms 
exports to the Third World by 
Canada have increased sixfold in 
the last three years. 

In 1992 more than $1 billion of 
Canadian-made military equip- 
ment left our borders. More than 



5000 Canadian companies have re- 
ceived military contracts. 

Almost a quarter of this went to 
Third World countries recognized 
as human rights violators, accord- 
ing to Project Ploughshares, a Wa- 
terloo, Ontario-based watchdog 

Continued on Page 6 



and once it goes through the student 
group, it will be tabled in council,” 
Work said. 

Other plans presented by ONU 
included optimizingresourcesgiven 
to Québec universities, and fiscal 
intervention in enterprise. 



One for all and 
all for what? 



Charlebois is eager to profess 
that L’Organisation Nationale 
Universitaire (ONU) is the most 
united universitystudent move- 
ment in Canada. 

“Wehaveneverbeenasunited 
as we are now. We have created a 
whole social debate that should 
befrighteningto theQuébecgov- 
emment.” 

Student leaders see it other- 
wise. Andrew Work says ONU 
are unable to display direction. 
“Their financial committee has 
no clear mission and it is not 
clear enough on how money will 
be spent. McGill did not have 
enough say in what’s going on.” 

Laferrière agreed with the 
principle of a united student 
movement but said the ONU or- 
ganization has none. 

“The structure is relatively 
loose,” he said. “It is not techni- 
cally a separate organisation.” 

Laferrière, who has attended 
ONU’sweeklymeetings, said the 
decision making process is un- 
democratic.” The meetings are 
very informal; they have no mo- 
tions and no voting procedure,” 
he said. 

Accordingto Laferrière, ONU 
has no concrete charter and con- 
stitution and this leads to an al- 
ienation of the executive from 
the student base. 

Yet Charlebois claims the vot- 
ingprocedureisverydemocratic. 
“All decisions are made by 
concensus,” he said. “Unanim- 
ity is the voting procedure.” 

It remains to be seen if ONU 
will be given its lauded electoral 
weightfollowingnextyear’spro- 
vinrial election. ONU has still to 
overcome its credibility with stu- 
dents regarding its financial and 
organizational structures. 

— Joya Balfour and Damion 
Stodola 
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Please bring canned foods and put them In 
boxes located In all mqjor buildings on campus 




Donations will be used to make food baskets for the 
needy. This holiday season, think of helping those 
less fortunate than ourselves. 
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Wednesday, November 17 th , 1993 
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12:30 to 2:30 p.m. 
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A» open discussion session detailing the Internship 
Program for Engineering and Science (IYES). For 
additional inf ormationplcasc call Catherine Gerols 
at 398-8100. 



A PART TIME POSITION. IN A MARINE 
TRANSPORTATION COMPANY. 



Marincom Int'l Systems is a marine transportation 
consultancy located just off Place Victoria. 

We are looking for someone to come in for 
approximately 8 hours a week to type reports and 
sometimes help in our operations. If you are 
graduating in June 1994 there is the possibility of 
joining our company permanently. 

Candidates should be numerate and articulate, with 
an awareness of economic geography. Any necessary 
training will be given along organized lines. 

Those interested should send their resumes (no 
phone calls please) to the address below to arrive 
not later than December 15th. 



MARINCOM INTL. SYSTEMS LTD 
CP 63102, NUNS’ ISLAND 
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CROSS CANADA BRIEFS 



All profs should speak English in Alberta 



An Alberta politician has been called racist for his 
suggestion that mandatory tests be given to professors 
who do not speak English clearly. 

Tory MLA Lome Taylor told the Alberta legislature 
that professors without a good grasp of English should 
be required to take a verbal test before being hired. 

He said there are a number of teachers without a 
good command of the language and that students are 
suffering as a result. 

“Students should be able to understand professors 
when they’re speaking,” he said. 

Jim Marino, president of the Confederation of 
Alberta Faculty Associations, said Taylor’s suggestion 
was offensive and based on false information. 

“This is not true and can only refer to those speak- 
ing English with some sort of accent,” said Marino. 
“It’s a racist remark.” 



Alberta’s advanced education minister Jack Ady 
said he receives occasional complaints from students, 
but he doesn’t see language deficiencies as a big prob- 
lem. 

“It’s not a problem that seems to be prevalent in the 
system,” Ady said. 

But Ben Rogers, vice president of the University of 
Calgary student council, said he often hears complaints 
about professors with accents. 

“It may not be an issue for the minister of advanced 
education, but it certainly is an issue for a large number 
of students who pay money and expect to be educated,” 
said Rogers. 

Taylor has also suggested upping the workload of 
professors, particularly in the area of classroom teach- 
ing, where he said most professors only instruct 12 
hours per week. 

— The Gauntlet, University of Calgary (CUP) 



U of Manitoba students fear classes with accused student 



Some University of Manitoba students are fright- 
ened and outraged after learning they must attend 
classes with a student charged with attempted murder. 

A 20-year-old male Arts student was charged Febru- 
ary 1 1 with the attempted murder of a young aboriginal 
woman. The victim is now mute and half paralyzed 
after receiving 12 stab wounds to her head, chest and 
buttocks. 

The university received a flood of complaints after it 
was revealed in October that the student is still attend- 
ing classes. 

“We students have a right to safety and less fear on 
campus,” said one female classmate who wished to 
remain anonymous. “He is a clear and present danger.” 

University vice president James Gardener says the 
student cannot be prevented from attending classes. In 



order to exclude him from the campus, an internal 
hearing process would have to take place with the 
student given the opportunity to represent himself. 

“Under our justice system the accused is innocent 
until proven guilty,” Gardener said. “There is nothing 
the university can do to stop him from attending 
classes.” 

At an Oct. 6 preliminary hearing, Provincial Court 
Judge John Guy ruled that sufficient evidence existed to 
send the case to trial. 

The trial date will be set December 8. Crown pros- 
ecutor Dale Tesarowski estimated that the trial will 
probably not begin until next spring. 

A publication ban was imposed on the details of the 
case. 

— the Manitoban, University of Manitoba (CUP) 



High school grades aren't all alike 



TORONTO (CUP) — Differences in high school 
marks are making it increasingly difficult for universi- 
ties to gauge students’ abilities, according to the prov- 
ost of McMaster University. 

Arthur Heidebrecht told the Ontario Royal Com- 
mission on Learning that high school marks are not a 
reliable method of evaluating student abilities for ad- 
mission. 

“The discrepancy is quite marked,” Heidebrecht 
said. “You can get a spread of as much as 10 to 15 per 
cent in difference of students from one school to an- 
other. 

Heidebrecht said the main problem is reflected in 
unequal marking from one school to another. 

“It is not that a school is doing a better or worse job 
preparing students, but how this is reflected in grad- 
ing,” he said. 



Heidebrecht suggested provincial standardized test- 
ingbe incorporated into student evaluation in the final 
year of high school to give universities a better basis for 
comparison of students from different schools. 

He also sees evidence of so-called “mark inflation” 
— although the number of students finishing high 
school with straight A’s has increased dramatically in 
recent years, he is doubtful that this is reflective of 
students actually performing better. 

Engineering schools at both U of T and the Univer- 
sity of Waterloo have used mark weighting of different 
schools based on performance of past students since 
the mid-1970s. 

According to Sally Cumming, manager of student 
services for applied science and engineering at U of T, 
65 per cent of Ontario schools for which records are 



loncorma student politics gets political 

The Coalition for Democratic Elections in El Salva- “politically divisive issu^’ 
dor got a warmer welcome from the Concordia Uni- “ With CUS A’s support, 'the Coalition has a lot more 

M r Sl UdCn \“ n (CUSA) than the y didat credi bility on campus,” said Andrew Green a member 
McGill two weeks ago. CUSA unanimously voted to oftheConcordiaLatinAmericaCommitteewhospoke 

LTrJlii' T°u a .‘ n l n S 6ff0rtS ° n “ mpUS at a Council °n behalf of the motion at the CUSA meeting last week. 

I hp Pno lift i’c- ^ . . ... 



L k - 

meeting last Thursday. 

McGill Students’ Society rejected an identical mo- 
tion on the grounds that support for the Coalition was 
not of immediate concern to students and could be a 



r ru .. . «.v weeK. 

1 he Coalition is a Canada- wide organization which 
will work on public education in Canada and El Salva- 
dor in preparation for next year’s national elections in 
the Central American country. 

— Kristin Andrews 
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Democracy quashed as military assassinates country's leader 



by Gwen Schulman 

Only four weeks ago Burundi 
was being hailed internationally as 
a shining light in a region wrought 
with violence and tension. But an 
October 21 military coup d’état 
brought a swift end to Burundi’s 
four month experiment with multi- 
party democracy. 

Within hours the country’s first 
democratically elected president 
since independence was executed 
along with at least four of his min- 
isters and a number of regional lead- 
ers. Since then up to one million 
Burundians have fled both the vio- 
lence orchestrated by the army and 
the cycle of vengeance it has un- 
leashed among civilians. 

Now, Burundi is in a state of 
chaos, its young progressive leader- 
ship has been largely eliminated, 
and there is fear that the conflict 
could spread beyond Bunmdi’sbor- 
ders, unleashing a regional war of 
untold proportions. 

In an apparent effort to bring 
some semblance of stability to the 
region, the United Nations sent spe- 
cial envoy James Jonah to Burundi 
to assess the situation. Jonah has 
agreed to communicate to the UN 
Secretary General the need for an 
international force to be deployed 
in Burundi to ensure the safety of 
the government’s returns and to 
oversee the constitution of a new 
army. 

On October 28, regional leaders 
met in Rwanda to establish a con- 
certed response to the Burundian 
crisis. Those present included rep- 
resentatives from Tanzania, Zaire, 
and the host country, as well as 
leader of the exiled Front for De- 
mocracy in Burundi (FRODEBU), 
and observers from the Organisa- 
tion of African Unity (OAU). 

The leaders issued a statement 
railing on the Burundian army to 
unconditionally return to its bar- 
racks. It also made an appeal to the 
OAU and the UN to work in con- 
cert to establish an international 
intervention force, madeup prima- 
rily of African contingents, which 
would be acceptable to the 
FRODEBU government. 

It also called on the interna- 
tional community to take concrete 



action to bring an end to the massa- 
cres currently being perpetrated in 
Burundi, and to lend material sup- 
port to the refugees flowing into 
neighbouring countries. 

Tutsi Domination 

Burundi emerged thirty years ago 
from decades of divisive Belgian 
colonial rule with a political system 
that accorded the minority Tutsi 
ethnic group a virtual monopoly of 
political, military and economic 
power over the Hutu majority who 
represent 85 per centofthepopula- 
tion. The Union for National 
Progress (UPRONA) maintained its 
control over the country with re- 
pression perpetrated by its ethni- 
cally-based army. 

Burundi’s independence years 
have been marked by no less than 
seven pogroms against the Hutus, 
including the virtual elimination of 
the entire Hutu elite and a large 
proportion ofthe peasantry in 1972. 
Within weeks about 150 000 peo- 
ple, in a country of just over 3 mil- 
lion, were massacred. Almost the 
same number perished in cam- 
paigns by the Burundian army in 
1988 and 1991. 

Major Pierre Buyoya assumed 
the leadership of UPRONA in a 1 987 
coup. Facingincreasinglyorganised 
resistance to the Tutsi aristocracy, 
he implemented a series of reforms 
that led to the legalisation of politi- 
cal parties and presidential and leg- 
islative elections in June and July of 
this year. The Front for Democracy 
in Burundi (FRODEBU), assumed 
the leadership of the opposition 
movement, and enjoyed widespread 
grassroots support. 

Melchior Ndadaye, the party’s 
founder and former leader of the 
UBU, a worker’s party in Rwanda, 
returned to Burundi in 1983 (fol- 
lowing 1 1 years in exile) and spent 
nineyears underground organizing 
the resistance. In 1 988 he was briefly 
jailed by Buyoya for demanding 
greater democracy and denouncing 
the atrocities perpetrated by the 
army. 

Against incredible odds 
FRODEBU swept to power in the 
elections, which were declared free 
and fair by international observers 
and monitoring groups. As an over- 



whelming attestation of popular repeatedly that it was orchestrated 
support for political change, over by junior officers of the 1 1 th Battal- 

97 percent of eligible voters cast ionand the 1st Artillery. But there is 

their ballots. Ndadaye became the no evidence that any high ranking 
country’s first Hutu president with members of the army, including 
67.79 per cent of the vote, and Bikomagu, took steps to stop the 
FRODEBU won 65 ofthe8 1 seats in coup or the violence that ensued. A 

Parliament. list of putschists released by surviv- 

Buyoya accepted the results and ingmembers of the FRODEBU gov- 

the transition was carried out rela- ernment includes Bikomagu, and 
tively peacefully, despite a failed other high ranking officers, minis- 
coup attempt days after the elec- tersandtheSecrctaryGeneralofthe 
tions. former UPRONA government. 

Ndadaye adopted a moderate The botched coup attempt has 
political program 
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but dangerous Melchior Ndadaye's steps toward reform were blocked 
tasks. Ndadaye’s when his government was overthrown last month. 
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first tentative steps 
towards this goal were a proposal 
for the introduction of 2500 Hutus 
into its lower echelons. But this was 
sufficient to provoke extreme reac- 
tion from the military. At dawn on 
October 2 1 at dawn members ofthe 
army stormed the Presidential Pal- 
ace and hours later tortured and 
killed Ndadaye, several key govern- 
ment ministers and leaders of the 
National Assembly. 

Civilians pay the cost 

The Army Chief-of-Staff Colo- 
nel Bikomagu has denied involve- 
ment in the coup and has stated 



left Burundi without an effective 
government. Bikomagu has stated 
that the troops will return to their 
barracks, and power will be restored 
to FRODEBU on condition that they 
are granted amnesty. 

What remains of the FRODEBU 
government is scattered between 
neighbouring Rwanda, and various 
embassies in the Burundian capital, 
Bujumbura. A government-in-ex- 
ile, led by the Public Health Minis- 
ter, Dr Jean Minani.hasbeen estab- 
lished in the Rwandan capital. It has 
rejected any possibility of an am- 
nesty before it has regained its full 



powers, and has called for an inter- 
national force to guarantee its secu - 
rity. 

Theselast few weeks have, above 
all, been a tragedy for Burundian 
civilians. Since the coup there have 
been widespread killings by both 
soldiers and civilians in the prov- 
inces. Soldiers have reportedly ex- 
ecuted several provincial governors 
and other local government offi- 
cials appointed by the FRODEBU 
government. There are also reports 
of further assassinations and shoot- 
ings in the capital. Ndadaye’sdcath 
has apparently provoked revenge 
killings of Tutsis by armed Hutu 
civilians. 

According to a report issued by 
two Amnesty International work- 
ers present in Burundi at the time of 
the coup, “Very soon after the coup, 
we heard reports of killings in the 
provinces, of Hutu civilians taking 
up arms and killing their Tutsi 
neighbours.” 

“The coup was seen as yet an- 
other episode in the historic cycle of 
violencebytheTutsi military against 
the Hutu, and this time the Hutu 
reacted with violence themselves. 
TheTutsi-dominated military were 
also carrying out reprisal attacks, 
murdering Hutu and those they 
perceived assupporting Hutu across 
the country,” the report said. 

Many have also responded 
through peaceful and concerted re- 
sistance. Almost immediately fol- 
lowing the coup thousands of dem- 
onstrators filled the streets of 
Bujumbura in an unprecedented 
show of public opposition to the 
military. The army responded by 
shootingat the peaceful crowd. The 
crowd persisted and thousands 
more have joined them, in subse- 
quent days, demonstrating peace- 
fully despite threat of repression. 

Their courage and determina- 
tion keepsalive Melchior Ndadaye’s 
conviction that a peaceful and 
united Burundi is possible, and may 
provide a crucial brake on a rapid 
progression toward extremism from 
both sides. 

Gwen Schulman is a member of 
the Group de recherche international 
pourlaliberation d’Afrique (GRILA). 
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COMMENT 



Student sterility in face of 
impotent politics 

In 1989, the Fédération étudiante universitaire du Québec (FEUQ) 
pleaded to the government in the Devoirto increase student fees by the 
rate of inflation. This compromise highlights an important fissure in the 
student movement. 

Now we have a student movement representing 200 000 students 
united around the most important issue; to oppose the increase of 
tuition fees. Unfortunately, nothing seems to have changed in the 
mentality of the few people running the student movement. 

The student movement used to be powerful, keeping tuition fees and 
accessible education on the political agenda. Yet, the movement is now 
diffused and unable to effectively represent student isssues. Why? 
Because we have compromised ourselves. 

At first glance, an increase of 1.9 percent in 1989 may not seem 
exorbitant in the face of potential 50 per cent increases, yet the com- 
pound effect of consistent compromise has weakened the student 
movement and made it unable to achieve anything substantial. 

The collusion between FEUQ and the government in 1989 has only 
contributed to the weakening of the student movement and not far 
down the road the student movement will have nothing to bargain with. 

We cannot afford to meet the government half-way every two years 
else our universities turn into élitiste institutions. This time around we 
have to say NO MORE! 

While it may seem to those financially well off and to some Ameri- 
cans that McGill is dirt cheap, may I point out that the relative cost of 
universities is irrelevant to the principle of accessible education. Any 
dollar amount restricts people from attending university. 

What has to change are the people who negotiate on our behalf; they 
have to act on principle and stick to it. They must stop eating the bullshit 
the government feeds us in the guise of financial austerity and respon- 
sibility. There is no reason to compromise with the government or 
university administration when it comes to tuition fees. 

They tell us the/ re cash-strapped, that education costs are skyrock- 
eting. Yet, Public Security, unspecified line items and international 
affairs have been increasing at an even higher rate. Why should we pay 
for their mistakes and their eight-bedroom houses? 

What about the corporations who benefit from oureducation? They 
don’t pay a cent to the operations of the university. While resource 
companies in Québec increased sales in the last seven years by 30 
per cent, the taxes the/ve paid have decreased 25 per cent. Meanwhile, 
our salaries have been frozen and our taxes have gone up. 

Our government and universityadministrationareeffectively telling 
us to compromise so corporations can continue to pay fewer taxes. 

Tell me. Who’s the real greedy person here? Students because they 
have the lowest tuition rate in North America? I don’t think so. It’s time 
the student movement realised that too. 

Damion Stodola, Kristin Andrews, Melanie Newton 



LETTERS 



No comment 



Chopping the chop 

To the Dally: 

The lack of Native content in 
McGill’s curriculum can breed “misin- 
formation, ignorance and apathy which 
can result in racism.” This was pointed 
out (ironically) on the front page of the 
same issue in which Adam Bradley's 
letter appeared. The “chop” could be 
viewed as symptomatic of this igno- 
rance. 

Ofcoursc Rcdmcn fans arc not “pur- 
posefully racist,” however, stereotypes 
arc perpetuated by activities such as the 
“chop." Believe it, Adam Bradley.. 

M. Cole 
U3 Science 




To the Daily: 

Firstly and foremost: I am neither 
advocating nor discrediting the validity 
of the proposed False Memory Syn- 
drome (FMS). Yet whether or not there 
is some truth to FMS it docs not add to, 
or take away from, the right of the 
presentation of the topic. 

After attending last Thursday’s 
“speech” by Dr. Harold Leif, I find 
myselfdisappointed and disgusted with 
the narrow-mindedness of our univer- 
sity and community. Through childish 
displays of protest, such as coughing 
fits and the use of rattles, against Dr. 
Leif and FMS, one group has denied 
others access to ideas and information 



that would allow them to form their 
own opinions. 

I also find it ironic that these heck- 
lers who tried to equate FMS with the 
Holocaust would attempt to use such 
Hitler-esquc techniques as media-ma- 
nipulation and censure of scientific 
thought to convey their message. 

Science is a field based upon intel- 
lectual thought and inference; it can 
only progress through CIVIL and RE- 
SPECTFUL discussion. An auditorium 
of angry yells and whistles not only 
undermines the scientific process, but 
also undermines thecrcdibility ofthosc 
who protested. 

N.B. hecklers, whistlers and the like 
— there arc THREE aspects to every 
issue: Your side, Their side and the 
TRUTH. It is only through respectful 
listening and polite discussion that we 
will be able to discover the Truth 
(whether it be regarding FMS or an- 
other controversial issue). 

Next time, please save your com- 
ment, complaints, insults, etc., for the 
designated question period and allow 
everyone the right of free speech and 
thought. 

M. Walker 
U3 Psychology 



LETTERS 



To the Daily: 

Congratulations arc in order. You 
have outdone yourselves. After your 
incoherent, unsubstantiated ramblings 
about the IMF/World Bank, and your 
gross violation of journalistic ethics by 
publishing remarks that the C.C. editor 
obviously intended lobe off the record, 
I thought that your publication had 
sunk to an unsurpassable level of medi- 
ocrity. Apparently I was wrong. 

In her blatantly mistitlcd front-page 
article, Reopening Redpath, Gillian 
Donald neglects to mention until over 
halfway through herharangucthat Red- 
path HaB is not actually dosed as such, 
but is in constant use by the music 
faculty, 16-20 hoursaday, seven daysa 
week, as it has been for forty years now. 
Surely, anyone with a grain of logic in 
their head can appreciate that rehearsal, 
performance and recordingspacenccds 
to be a little more specialized that study 
space — acoustics tend to be fairly irrel- 
evant in a quiet reading room. Donald 
also seems to deem the presence of a 
priceless, antique pipe organ in Red- 
path a minor detail, mentioning it only 
in passing. Shcdoscs her article in overly 
biased fashion so typical of the Daily, 
letting students know where to sign up 



for Lopo Champalimaud’s misguided 
crusade to extricate the Faculty of Mu- 
sic from the hall. 

Perhaps if Donald and 
Champalimaud actually took the time 
to attend one of the numerous free 
concerts offered in Redpath Hall, they 
truly would “appreciate the organ and 
the acoustics of the hall,” and be less 
inclined to refer to the building as “be- 
ing misused." 

Surely there are other ways to ex- 
pand student study space that to de- 
prive music students of an invaluable 
performance venue. If you find 
McClennan Library busy, uncomfort- 
able and oppressive, you are welcome 
to come st udy in the Music Library. It is 
quiet, relaxed, and rarely crowded, and 
who knows — you may even discover 
that music students do in fact qualify as 
part of the McGill student body. And if 
we must be continuaUy forced to sup- 
port this appalling excuse for a student 
newspaper through our student fees, 
perhaps you at the Daily could make 
even a minimal effort to represent all 
McGill students, not just those who 
congregate on the Arts steps. 

Darcy Argue 
Ul Music 
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The social regulation of sex and gender 

‘Gender outlaws' speak out at the public hearings 



BY Liz Unna 

Some say the world is divided 
sexually into two groups — you’re 
either homo or hetero, right? Dual- 
ism is great — it’s simple and easy, 
it’s clean and concise... 

But the squeaky-cleaness of it is 
boring. And, unless you’re Beaver 
Cleaver, it’s unrealistic. 

Two presentations at the public 
hearings on discrimination and vio- 
lence towards gays and lesbians, tak- 
ing place this week at the Québec 
Human Rights Commission 
(HRC), confront this too-easy vi- 
sion head on. 

These groups have felt to a cer- 
tain extent, excluded from the 
agenda, which focuses primarily on 
gays and lesbians, and have made 
an effort to be included in the pro- 
ceedings. Their goal is to inform the 
public about the issues which peo- 
ple who are sexually ‘neither nere 
nor there’ contend with on a day- 
to-day basis. 

“The hearings exclude bi-sexu- 
ality and transgenderism,” said 
Caroline Côté, a facilitator at Bi- 
Thc-Way, a bisexual women’s 
group. “Where do wefit in all this?” 

Côté and two colleagues will be 
presenting a paper at the hearings 
onbehalfofBi-The-Wayon Friday. 
Their brief deals with the discrimi- 
natory immigration policies which 
same-sex couples face in Québec. 

Leanne Franson, also a presenter 



Daily wasting dough 

To the Daily: 

It wu nice to see that, on November 
10, you published the financial state- 
ments of the Daily Publications Society 
as a April 30, 1993. I suppose this is 
because the Daily is in some way ac- 
countable to the students of McGill 
University. 

That being the case, as a long-time 
student, 1 submit that your financial 
management leaves something to be 
desired. 

The Society’s current ratio (current 
assets divided by current liabilities) on 
April 30 was 18. 

That means that you shouldn’t have 
any problems meeting your current li- 
abilities, which in itself, is good. How- 
ever, it means that a large part of your 
current assets arc just sitting around. 
You have S162 000 invested, I assume, 
in the money-market earning maybe 4 
per cent interest. 

How can you justify this idle bal- 
ance, when the year ended April 30, 
1993, you generated SI 32 990 in rev- 
enues from students’ fees? 

Although all the students who pay 
$6.50 a year to the Daily probably find 
this amount relatively insignificant, I 
think that a large majority would rather 




for Bi-The-Way, has been trying to 
bring her girlfriend into Canada 
from the UK, butbecause they com- 
prise a same-sex couple, have been 
turned down. 

The brief recommends adopting 
the Australian model of immigra- 
tion policy for same-sex couples. 
This policy allows Australians to 
bring their same-sex partner into 
the country on a six month visa, 
renewable for up to two years. If, 
after this time, the couple is still 
together, the partner is granted 
Australian citizenship. 



Ki Namaste, a semiotics student 
at UQAM, will be presenting the 
only brief on transgenderism at the 
public hearings on Friday. 

“We live in a world that thinks 
there are two sexes,” says Ki 
Namaste. “Most people don’t un- 
derstand what it means to live as a 
transgender.” 

Bytransgender,Namasteunder- 
stands “people who live outside 
normative sex gender relations” — 
or transsexuals, hermaphrodites, 
drag queens, and other ‘gender out- 
laws’. 



... LETTERS 



see this amount directed elsewhere if 
they knew it was otherwise going to sit 
in your coffers for most of the year. 
Instead of maintaining such a large 



HE’S BACK ... 

BIGGER / 

bolder // 

MOREL /XjC 

scatological 
THAN EVER///. 

•fHt ^VENTURES ùf j 
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amount ofshortterm investments from 
year-to-year simply because at the be- 
ginning of each school year it might 
take some time to get your share of 
students’ fees fromtheSSMU, you’d be 
wise to seek short-term financing else- 
where and let us decide how to spend 
our money. 

Sincerely, 
Christopher Kim 
U3 Management 

Ed note. $ 132 990 is about one-third 
of our operating budget. $162 000 is the 



result of a few good years when wemade 
a profit. Deficits, like last year’s, and the 
projected deficit for this year will reduce 
that surplus. 

We need to be 

able to cover rent, 

rent increases, pro- 

; jected moving ex- 

penses, equipment 
upgrades and 
equipment re- 
placements. The 
recession andother 
print media com- 
petition have 
helped to reduce 
our advertising in- 
come every year. 

— — — J Wie keep our costs 

as low as we can 
but they still do go up. 

For your information, 4 per cent in- 
terest on your $6.50 is 26 cents. Also we 
had an open general meeting Friday, 
November 12, from 10:30a.m to 12 noon 
and we invited our auditor to answer 
questions. NO ONE EXCEPT DPS board 
members showed up. 

Sign of the times 

To the Daily: 

There was a time when universities 
were the breeding grounds of democ- 



Namaste feels that people who 
transgress ‘normal’ gender lines 
have been largely ignored in the 
media, and even by the gay com- 
munity in general. Violence is one 
of the major problems faced by 
transgenders wnich Namaste hopes 
to address at the hearings. S/he 
points to a British study done on 
transsexuals which shows that 53 
per cent of them have been physi- 
cally assaulted. 

J And that’s just physical assault, 
that’s not losing your job, or being 
kicked out of your apartment . That’s 



racy, when if we disagreed with an idea 
we attacked the idea, not the person 
presenting it. 

Most importantly, it was a time when 
university students wanted to learn all 
the perspectives on an issue so that they 
could make an independent, informed 
decision as to which view they would 
subscribe. 

The recent disgusting display of mob 
mentality at the FMS symposium is a 
sign of the times. A sign of how we have 
somehow turned into self- righteous, 
dose- minded, paranoid cows. Godhclp 
anyone who presents a view which con- 
tradicts theestablished view ofthe herd. 
Weare onestep away from book burn- 
ing, and it is being promoted by those 
who would call themselves “liberals”. 
What irony. 

Alexander Boldizar 
U3 Arts 

Donna Stern, Brad Buchanan, and 
Andrew Fleming: Your letters are all over 
our 300 word limit. Please come and chop 
them down. Also: Arab Students’ Asso- 
ciation, we need a name of someone who 
can sign the letter on behalf of your or- 
ganization, sorry about any confusion. 



The Doily welcomes oil letters under 300 words! Add your name, program, year ond pLe number. Anonymity can be provided; talk to on editor beforehand. We print oil letters provided they are not 
rocisl, sexist, homophobic or slanderous. Opinions ton be expressed in the form of a Hyde Pork, no more thon 500 words. The Doily con also be readied by e-moil ot #M0@MUSICA.M(GllL(A. 



"It's ironic that 
I'm scared of 
being discrimi- 
nated against 
and losing my 
job [because of 
the hearings], 
when these 
hearings are 
about discrimi- 
nation and vio- 
lence in the gay 
community." 



just being bashed,” s/he said. 

Namaste also deals with the is- 
sue of ‘passing’. “If you’re trans- 
sexual, you have to ‘pass’ 100 
per cent (as a member of the ‘oppo- 
site’ sex], or else you get bashed, ’ si 
he stated. ‘Passing’ can involve tak- 
ing hormones, binding the breasts, 
surgery and voice therapy. 

The latter part of his/her presen - 
tation looks at law and social serv- 
ices with regards to transgenderism. 

“The law part is easy. It doesn’t 
exist,” said Namaste. “Article 10 of 
the Charter of Rights doesn’t men- 
tion transsexuals... We can lose our 
jobs, we can be denied custody. 
Something like 95% of transsexuals 
lose their jobs.” 

Namaste will also examine the 
problems faced by transgenders in 
the sex trade. “Because so many 
transgenders lose their jobs, many 
of them turn to prostitution,” s/he 
said. 

Furthermore, says Namaste, the 
judicial system doesn’t recognize the 
specific needs of the transgender 
community. 

“When drag queens and trans- 
sexuals get arrested, they are cat- 
egorized according to their ‘origi- 
nal, biological’ sex...If you go to 
prison, they take away your hor- 
mones. So you are forced by the 
state to resume living as a man," si 
he added. 

Namaste hopes at the very least 
that the HRC bearings will spark 
discussion on the issue of gender 
identity. “1 hope that people can 
begin to understand some of the 
realities that we deal with, and then 
start to develop social policy which 
addresses them.” 

Côté also hopes the hearings will 
inform the public. She was slightly 
nervous about being in the public 
eye. 

“I freaked at first. But it’s true, 
either you’re out or you’re not. It’s 
ironic that I’m scared of being dis- 
criminated against and losing my 
job [because ofthe hearings], when 
these hearings are about discrimi- 
nation and violence in the gay com- 
munity.” 
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Canadian Arms, continued from the front page 



EVENTS 



“When it comes to volume of 
saies, it turns out that Canadian 
military exports actually favored 
countries with poor human rights 
records,” a recent Ploughshares re- 
port states. 

Countries with below-average 
human rights records received 97 
per cent of all Canadian military 
exports to the Third World. 

“We sell to some of the biggest 
human rights violators in the world: 
Algeria, Bahrain, Brazil, Ethiopia, 
India, Indonesia, Kenya, Peru, Za- 



ire. All these countries have been 
charged with serious human rights 
violations," Staples said. 

According to Staples, most Ca- 
nadian exports are components 
such as “computer parts, software, 
missile guidance systems and photo 
equipment.” 

“With Canadian exports to the 
US there is little control over what 
happens to them. A component may 
be manufactured in Canada and 
then the parent company can make 
it into a finished product in the 



States and sell it to anybody they 
like,” Staples said. 

Staples also pointed to Canada’s 
export of uranium to the US for use 
in Depleted Uranium Penetrators 
(DUPs) — solid uranium bullets 
used for piercing tank armor in air- 
to-ground warfare. 

“Depleted uranium isvery dense 
and explodes, bursts into flames, on 
impact,” said Staples. “They put that 
on armor-piercing shells. When it 
strikes the side of a tank, the de- 
pleted uranium bursts into flames 



and can pierce the side of the tank.” 

“There were tonnes and tonnes 
used in the Gulf War. It’s difficult to 
prove a direct link — that the ura- 
nium was Canadian — but we did 
ship huge amounts of the stuff to 
the US before the war,” he said. 

The landscape of Iraq is now 
littered with more than 40 tonnes of 
DUP residue. After oxidization 
(which happens during the explo- 
sion of the shells) the shells become 
highly toxic. 



r 
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12 ...Personal 
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17 ...Parking 

1 18 ...Miscellaneous 
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Ben, on HIV-positive man, will 
discuss livingwith H/Vtomorrow 
at 13h00 in Union 107-108. Pre- 
sented by McGill Health Serv- 
ices. Free bagels, juice and infor- 
mation about safer sexuality. 
Bring a friend! 

How I got into business with 
translation. A presentation by 
Danna Williams who will answer 
questions in English, French and 
German. Today at 16h30 in 
Bronfman 301. 

Victor Mosche lectures on the 
preperations for the democratic 
election in South Africa and the 
roleofthe African National Con- 
gress after the election. Nov 18 at 
19h30 in Leacock 232. 

Eco McGll will be having a 
recycled paper sale in the lobby 
ofLeacock today. We’ll be selling 
Christmas cards, looseleaf, sta- 
tionary and computer paper. 

The McGill Students Volun- 
teer Bureau will be hosting its 6th 
r annual Food drive from Novem- 
ber 16-December l7. Boxes will 
be placed in lobbies of all major 
McGill buildings. Toys and all 
non-perishable foods welcome. 

Recovery Incorporated — self- 
help groups for sufferers of de- 
pression anxiety, nervous fears, 
panic attacks, etc. Meetings held 
every Wednesday from 20h00 to 
2 1 h30. 4695 de Maisonneuve W. 
Rear entrance. 

• • '{ ■ 

Management vs. Engineering 
Variety show. Saturday, 
november 20th at 20h00 in the 
Shatner Ballroom. Doors open at 
19h00, tickets are $3.50 at the 
door. 

V 

McGill’s Black Students’ Net- 
work is hosting a movie night, 
Friday November 19that 18h00. 
Movies: She’s Gotta Have It and 
Shaft . Free, leacock 26. 



FINAL ISSUE 

DECEMBER 

SECOND. 

SPECIAL ISSUE ON 
ISLAM AND ON 
EDUCATION. 

WRITERS, 
PHOTOGRAPHERS, 
LAYOUT PEOPLE, 
GRAPHIC 
DESIGNER... ALL 
SHALL BE 
SPARED. 
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Tired of that corroded old copper green that adorns the domes of your 
favorite institutions? Want to spend oodles of cash just to replace it with 
something truly unaesthetk? 

R iSnlHB^^E4 HELP support 

A FAILING 



iDRIVING SCHOOL; 

„ JL _ _ Offer valid until Nov. 24, '93 m 

2 • M EX 00 Lessons available in . 

• oa m ■ English, French & ® 

I HT Chinese! fi 

16260 Côte-des-Neiges 344-3262 1 

[3608 boul. St. Charles, suite 20 M 

[(Galerie Kirkland) 695-3334 | 



•Facial FRFF Esthétique 

• Electrolysis Consultation MINING 

• Wax Dépilation All year long . 

• Manicure, Pedicure INDUSRTY. 

•MakeUp dvgftg 

20% REDUCTION For Students 




English Language Courses 



hate 



Fall 93 



Courses/Fees: Conversation (all levels) $175 

TOEFL Preparation $175 

Writing for CELDT $220 

Registration Fee (non-refundable) $10 
Days: Monday to Friday 

Time: 10:00 a.m. to 1 :00 p.m. (40 hours) 

Dates: November 29 to December 1 5 



Call Now: 848-3608/3609/3614 

1822 de Maisonneuve Blvd. W. 
Montréal, Québec H3H 1J8 



m Concordia “ g 

XI/ UNIVERSITY Education 

REAL EDUCATION FOR THE REAL WORLD 



I $225' 



redo Your roof. 
Wf a fad. 

Ads may be placed through the Daily 
Business Office, Room B-17, Univer- 
sity Centre, 9h00-14h00. Deadline is 
14h00, two working days prior to pub- 
lication. 

McGill Students (with valid ID): $3.50 
per day, 4 or more consecutive days, 
$2.75perday($1 1 .OOperweek). McGill 
Employees (with staff card) $4.50 per 
day, 4 or more consecutive days, $3.75 
per day ($15.00 per week). All others: 
$5.00 per day, or $4.25 per day for 4 or 
more consecutive days ($17.00 per 
week). Extra charges may apply, and 
prices do not include applicable GST 
or PST. For more information, please 
visit our office in person or call 398- 
6790 - WE CANNOT TAKE CLAS- 
SIFIED ADS OVER THE PHONE. 

PLEASE CHECK YOUR ADCARE- 
FULLY WHEN IT APPEARS IN 
THE PAPER. The Daily assumes no 
financial responsibility for errors, or 
damage due to errors. Ad will re-ap- 
pear free of charge upon request if 
information is incorrect due to our er- 
ror. The Daily reserves the right not to 
print any classified ad. 



1 - Housing 



Unfurnished room to let in NDG. 
Female non-smoker. Linda 486-0834, 

Chalet 3 bedroom near cross coun- 
try trails, close to downhill centres, ru- 
ral area, on lake. $1500 Jan. 1 5 to April 
15, Holidays optional 737-7779. 



Sublet - lease to Apr. 30/94: 4 'h, 
3650 Drolet, renov., scenic, quiet, 15 
min. walk from McGill; 2 min. to métro; 
frdge&stv; $575 + hydro. GREAT 
PLACE - 284-5754, 

Very large 3 V», on McTavish St., 
$582/mth„ starting Jan. 1st clean & 
quiet, 395-0540. 

Great room to sublet right on cam- 
pus. All furnished in a large apartment. 
Bright, wooden floors to share with 2 
others. $370 per month all included. 
954-0726 

Bright & Beautiful 7'/» apt. to share 
with non-smoker on Jeanne Mance. 10 
mins, walk to McGill. Available Dec. 1. 
Call now - Phil at 282-3935, 

Very cool 3’/» on De L'Esplanade 
facing park. Cheap tel. 844-7237. 



2 - Movers/Storage 



Moving/Storage. Closed van or 
truck. Local and long distance. Ott- 
Tor-Van-NY-Fla. 7 days 24 hours. 
Cheap. Steve 735-8148. 



3 - Help Wanted 



Free Trips and Money!! Individuals 
and student organizations wanted to 
promote the hottest Spring Break des- 
tinations. Call the nation's leader. 
Intercampus Programs 1-800-327- 
6013. 

T ranslator, French to English, com- 
puter terminology, full or part-time, 4 



contact lenses 

AA 

^Mediate deliver'* 

ON MOST PRESCRIPTIONS STARTING AT $90 

caf visual examination, OHIP accepted 

glasses in 24 hrs. on most prescriptions . 

Goldstein & Goldstein Optometrists 

1 102 de Maisonneuve W. (next to Peel Pub) 
844-3997 or 844-3248 

Special consideration given to McGill students & stal 

months. Please contact Line go ahead. Lise Rivard M.Sc. 521-0101. 
Ladouceur, CGI Group. 841-3229. Student Rate. 

Make extra money modeling part Editing and Tutoring by English 
time. Males & Females. The Interna- Ph.D. in English, Soxcial Sciences and 
tional Model Search. 874-7624. the Humanities. 933-8652. 

See your brain in action! Wo are 
seeking right handed males for brain 
scans of sensory processing. Subjects T 0 " 1 " 9 ? re ”* 
will receive $125 and a phSto of heir ^ s'eoves. Oil .shoulder 

brain. Call Francine a. 343-6111 ext. 

hooks up. Size 9- IQ; Excelten! com 



Models needed by photographer 
for production company, new faces 
welcome, no exp. necessary. Phone 
Caroline 737-8176. 

CHRISTMAS GIFT WRAPPERS - 

Creative individuals, locations in 
downtown Toronto, North York, 
Markham, Oshawa, Pickering, Hamil- 
ton. managers to $7. 75/hr. Wrappers 
to$6.35/hr. Full/part-time, Dec. 1—24. 
416-787-5566. 



5 - Typing Services 



Word Processing. 937-8495. Term 
papers, résumés, forms design, corre- 
spondence, manuscripts, (Laser print- 
ing) (Photocopier) 9:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. 
(7 days) (near Atwater) 



Success to all students in ’93. 

WordPerfect 5.1. Term papers, ré- 
sumés, access form, applications. 25 
yrs. experience. $ 1 .75 double space, 7 
days/week. Rapid service. On campus 
- Peel/Sherbrooke. Paulette Vigneault 
or Roxanne 288-9638, 288-0016. 

Word-processing of term-papers, re- 
ports, theses etc. Word-Perfect 5.1, 
Laser printer. 8 years experience. Fast, 
professional service. Good rates. Close 
to McGill. Brigitte 282-0301. 

Word Processing. Laser printing. 
Prompt, professional service. McGill 
College Avenue. Call 393-1 100. 



Accurate, competent and prompt 
word processing (Laser printer): the- 
ses, term papers, reports, graphics, 
résumés (editing, pick-up & delivery). 
ALAN: 289-9518. 

Professional, typing, formatting, 

of C V & papers, etc. in English & French, 
laser printed, very low student rales. 
Call Maha al 866-3977 ext. 5803. 

A 20 yr. proven, job-targeted, cus- 
tomized CV: top consulting, format & 
print effects. Bilingual/diskette option. 
(ACCIS FORMS) Result Résumés: 48 1 - 
7049. 

RÉSUMÉS by MBA’s. Student rates. 
Better Business Bureau Member. 
3000+ students served. Owner worked 
for Procter & Gamble, Heinz and Gen- 
eral Foods. PRESTIGE (on Guy) 939- 
2200 . 



6 - Services Offered 



sychotherapyformenorwomen. 

Incest, childhood abuse, rape, addic- 
tion, depression, heal from the past to 



Wedding Dress, ivory-white. All 

silk. Long sleeves. Otf-shoulder. Lit- 
tle pearls on sleeves. Short train that 
hooks up. Size 9- 10. Excellent condi- 
tion. 332-1 731. 



Ticket to Vancouver for sate. Open, 
round trip, male, bargain. 849-4668. 



1 2 - Personal 



McGill 
''NIGH i lune 



Need someone to talk to? That's 
what we're here for. Seven days a week, 
from 6PM-3AM, call McGill 
Nightline: 398-6246. 



1 3 - Lessons/Courses 



Score well on the LSAT, GMAT, or 
GRE! Our preparation courses which 
use aunique approach have been used 
successfully by thousands since 1979. 
Call 1-800-567-7737, 

PIANO LESSONS • Learn to play 
from a certified teacher (A. R.C.T. Royal 
Conservatory) with experience leach- 
ing piano, theory, ear training and mu- 
sic appreciation. All ages and abilities 
welcome. RAYMOND 842-2820. 



1 4 - Notices 



If you don’t wish to walk alone after 
dark, why not call Walksafe? 7 nights a 
week. Sun-Thurs 6:30PM to 12:30AM, 
Fri & Sat 6:30PM to 2:30AM, Call 398- 
2498, 

LBGM Weekly discussion groups: 
Wed. Bi-group 5:30, 5th (Ir. Eaton Bldg. 
Fri. Coming Out 5:30, General 7:00, 
both at UTC, 3521 University. All wel- 
come^ 

Questioning your sexuality? Or 

do you have any other concerns and 
need to talk? Call the LBGM Peer Coun- 
selling Line at 398-6822 Mon. to Fri. 7 
to 10 pm. 



1 5 - Volunteers 



Want experience with babies & 
pre-schoolers or with multiculturalism? 
Volunteer for Parenlhese, a special 
playgroup for mothers & their young 
childrenTues. orThurs. (1 :00-4:30pm) 
at CLSC Metro. Info.: Cyndy Spilberg 
934-0354 ext. 354, 

ADVERTISE - 398-6790 
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Food banks struggle in economic uncertainty 

More and more people are reaching for food banks to make ends meet 



by Carol McQueen 

MONTREAL (CUP) — Food 
banks originally developed as an 
emergency stop-gap forpeoplewho 
fell through the social security net. 
In just over a decade, they have 
grown to become an essential com- 
ponent of our social safety net, and 
been forced to cope with the ever- 
increasing number of people aban- 
doned by various levels of govern- 
ment whose priorities lie in slashing 
deficits and reducing spending. 

In 1981, the city of Edmonton 
became home to Canada’s first food 
bank. It was set up as an emergency 
measure to help people affected by 
the economic nose-dive of the early 
eighties. Accordingto the Canadian 
Association of Food Banks (CAFB), 
there are now 2,000 feeding pro- 
grams across Canada, providing 
milk for schoolchildren or 
foodbaskets for needy families. 

“Every month, 750 000 Canadi- 
ans go to a food bank. As some 
require food more than once per 
year, we estimate that approximately 
2.2 million different people will use 
food bank services in any given year. 
That number has doubled since 
1989," says Barry Davidson, na- 
tional coordinator of CAFB. 

“We give out 20 tons of food per 
day,” says John Pasquini, general 
director of Harvest Montréal, the 
city’s main food bank distributor. 
“The image of the poor person as 
the street person is outdated. 

“Therearemoreand more needy 
families." 

John Kinloch, coordinator of 
Multi Caf, a community cafeteria in 
Montréal, estimates that some 600 
000 Quebecers use food banks every 
year. 

“That’salmost 10 per cent of the 
population," he points out. 

It’s not difficult to understand 
why more and more Canadians are 
faced with the threat of hunger. 
Minimum wage salaries and wel- 
fare rates do not match the rising 
cost of living. Statistics Canada sets 
the poverty line for an individual at 
earnings of $ 14 951 a year. How- 
ever, a full-time job at minimum 
wagecomestoalittleunderSl 1,000 
a year. A single person on Welfare 
can receive a maximum of just over 
$7,000 per year. Rent often eats up 
more than half this amount. Once 
other bills are paid, there is very 
little left over for food. 

Merle Reisler receives $580 a 
month in welfare benefits. Her rent 
is $325. Once she has paid her Hy- 
dro and gas bills, there is very little 



left for food or other basic necessi- 
ties. 

“I have three cats which I love 
very much. It’s expensive to buy cat 
food. I always look for the cheapest 
prices,” she says. 

Unable to afford a bus pass, 
Reisler makes the daily lunch-time 
trek to Multi Caf on foot. 

Bob — not his real name — 
feels the pinch too. He visits a nearby 
Food Depot once a month. 

“It’s simple. Welfare does not 
give me enough money. I try to get 
cash jobs on the side, but it is not 
always easy, especially in the win- 
ter.” 

Bob gets about $500 welfare as- 
sistance a month. He says by the 
time his bills are paid, he only has 
$40 for groceries. 

“I don’t mind living off crackers 
and water, but my young daughter 
who stays with me every other week- 
end needs more than that. I don’t 



but make less and less money. If I’m 
lucky, I earn $600 a month,” she 
says. 

Of that amount, $385 disappears 
into rent for the small apartment 
she shares with her 14-year-old 
daughter. 

“My daughter always wants all 
kinds of nice things, but I cannot 
afford any of it. If I didn’t come to 
the food bank this week, I wouldn’t 
have enough to eat,” she says. 

Rich-Poor Cap Widens 

Food banks are no longer re- 
stricted to a few people who slip 
through Canada’s so-called welfare 
safety net. With the “structural” job 
lossesofthecurrent recession, more 
and more people depend on food 
banks to survive. 

The Tory policies of the 1980s 
only made matters worse. Deter- 
mined to reduce the deficit Brian 
Mulroney did nothing but slash so- 



Perhaps 2.2 million different 
people will use food bank 
services in any given year, 
twice as many as in 1989. 

600,000 of those are in 
Québec. 



know what I would do if the food 
bank weren’t here,” he says. 

Most people who use food banks 
are eligible to work but cannot find 
jobs. Even those with jobs are not 
secure. From one day to the next, 
they can find themselves in a hole. 

That’s what happened to Mar- 
guerite Gouel, a mother of two. She 
worked at a Ramada Inn until it 
dosed down in 1992. She received 
no severance package or vacation 
pay. With her husband only work- 
ing part time, Gouel finds it very 
hard to cope. 

“I was shy to go to the food bank 
at first, but I need to. It can happen 
to anybody,” she says. 

Even people with jobs find it 
hard to make ends meet. Barbara 
(who did not want to give her last 
name) is a trained nurse who can- 
not practice in Quebec because she 
doesn’t speak French. She survives 
by babysitting, earning four to five 
dollars an hour. 

“I work at least 40 hours a week. 
I seem to work harder and harder, 



cial programs, cut back on family 
allowance payments, reduce unem- 
ployment insurance benefits and 
eliminate funding for public hous- 
ing. 

“They brought in all kinds of 
measures detrimental to the poor, 
such as free trade and the G.S.T.,” 
says Jason Hughes, a food bank ad- 
ministrator. “In the 1980s, we saw 
the emergence ofthe working poor. 
Minimum wagesare not enough to 
ensure a decent standard of living.” 

David Alper, director of Multi 
Caf, is even more explicit. He be- 
lieves the root cause for the exist- 
ence of food banks is the widening 
gap between the rich and poor in 
Canada. Government is the main 
causeofthisever-deepeningchasm, 
he says. 

“Hunger should not exist in a 



country as rich as Canada. There is 
no need for it. It is absurd. Our 
governments steal from the poor to 
give to the rich. It is Robin Hood in 
reverse.” 

The federal government grants 
numerous tax shelters to the rich, 
Alper notes. For example, the Tory 
government increased the rate ofan 
RRSP to 1 8 per cent of total income 
or a maximum of $13,500. This 
alone meant hundreds of millions 
lost in tax revenue. “It is obvious to 
me that no one in government has 
ever lived in poverty,” he says. “I 
would like to see them get by on a 
welfare check.” 

Multi Caf coordinator Kinloch 
goes one step further. He sees a 
definite connection between gov- 
ernmentsrelinquishingtherespon- 
sibility to ensure a decent standard 
of living for all Canadians and the 
tremendous expansion of the non- 
profit food bank industry. 

“Governments abuse the food 
bank service. They cut and cut so- 
cial programs, expecting food banks 
to pickup theslack. The rulingclass 
should be glad food banks exist. 
There would be riots in the streets if 
they did not,” Kinloch says. 

In her 1992 book Food for 
Thought, Marlene Webber argues 
governments promote food banks 
because they lead to the privatiza- 
tion of public welfare. Webber says 
governments can cut social spend- 
ing, knowing food banks will work 
to prevent anyone from going hun- 
gry- 

In effect, governments in 
Canada have transferred the bur- 
den of ensuring a decent standard 
of living for all citizens to the pri- 
vate sector. Private charity is seen as 
the new solution to poverty and 
welfare agencies often refer people 
to food depots. 

Because food banks exist, the 
government can ignore hunger and 
malnutrition. 

It's a no-win game for food 
banks. 

“Multi Caf would definitely like 
to close down. Food banks are not 
the solution to the poverty,” says 



David Alper. “We need political 
solutions. We need to put people 
back to work. We need to attack 
corporate tax shelters for the rich.” 

Food Depot coordinator 
Michael Kay calls for even more 
drastic change. 

“The functioning of our 
economy is based on non-human 
criteria, on constant growth and low 
levels of debt. When the economy 
periodically gets ahead of itself, a 
lull results. It is the regular folk that 
suffer,” Kay says. 

“Instead of cutting social pro- 
grams, high salaries should be cut 
and companies should be taxed 
more.” 

Hughes of the Community 
Council says government spending 
is going to the corporations instead 
ofthe people. 

“Corporations benefit from 
medicare, well-paved roads and 
good schools," he says. “They should 
support the burden of taxation just 
as much as we do. Right now the 
government receives 90 per cent of 
its revenue from personal income 
tax.” 

Hughes adds that he believes 
Canadaneedstodevelopa compre- 
hensive industrial policy to put peo- 
ple back to work, especially in the 
manufacturing industry where 
400,000 have lost jobs since 1988. 

He calls for a more equitable 
distribution of income and an end 
to the wastage of food. 

Food banks are doing what they 
can to end the cycle of dependency. 
Both Multi Caf and the Depot have 
set up programs to help people de- 
fend their rights and retrain them 
for the workforce. 

The Food Depot has started an 
information service which refers 
people to job-trainingprogramsand 
informs them of their rights as wel- 
fare recipients and tenants. 

Multi Caf organizes language 
classes and recreational outings. It 
works closely with other commu- 
nity organizations. 

Food banks won’t disappear in 
the near future. “A fundamental 
right in life is to eat properly,” 
Michael Kay ofthe Food Depot says. 
“Food banks provide for this essen- 
tial need.” 







